
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 12 August 2014] 

 p4902a-4902a 
Dr Mike Nahan 

 [1] 

MUSLIM COMMUNITY — RAMADAN IFTAR DINNER — EID FESTIVAL 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.06 pm]: I would 
like to inform the house that the Ramadan Iftar dinner for members of the Western Australian Parliament was 
held at Parliament House on 21 July 2014. The dinner was organised by the Intercultural Harmony Society and 
co-hosted by Hon Liz Behjat, MLC, and Mr Bill Johnston, MLA. The Ramadan lftar dinner provided guests, 
including members of the Western Australian and Australian Parliaments, consular officials and representatives 
of other major faiths, with insights into Islam and the lives of Muslim Western Australians. Ramadan is a time of 
reflection, self-improvement and spiritual renewal for the Muslim community. Traditionally, Iftar is an important 
occasion when families and communities gather to share a meal after sunset. It is a way to strengthen ties with 
family, friends and neighbours as well as the wider community. 

Our state is home to more than 39 000 Muslim Western Australians from diverse cultural backgrounds who are 
integrated and productive citizens in our community. That the Western Australian Parliament holds an Iftar 
dinner each year demonstrates that the Muslim community is an important part of our multicultural society. I am 
very pleased to advise members that in 2014, the state government has proudly supported four major Eid 
community celebrations and provided $30 000 in grants through the Office of Multicultural Interests for the 
following events: the Islamic Council of Western Australia for Eid events at Langford and Whiteman Park; the 
Australian Arab Association for a multicultural Eid carnival in Cannington; and the Muslim Social and Sports 
Association for an Eid festival in the Town of Vincent.  

More than 15 000 people have taken part in at least one of these Eid celebrations over the past few weeks, and I 
commend this level of community participation. All of these events are open to the public and the state 
government recognises the importance of Eid celebrations as a platform for wider community engagement and 
the bringing together of culturally diverse communities to promote harmony. I commend the organisation and 
attendees at the Iftar dinner at Parliament House for their support, and I invite all members to join me in 
extending our best wishes to Muslim Western Australians on the occasion of Eid.  
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